Christ’s Presence in the Office of the
Ministry
by Rev. Jakob Fjellander, Concordia Lutheran Church, Sweden
This paper is entitled Christ's Presence in the Office of the Ministry. It concerns the office and how we
should regard what is performed within the office, that is, the means of grace, for the content of the
office is the means of grace. We will look at the means of grace generally and with a special focus on
the Holy Supper. First in the Bible, then also in some church fathers, Luther and in the Lutheran
Confessions.
INTRODUCTION
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came to us on earth. He had an important mission: to save humanity
from eternal condemnation. Wherever Jesus wandered, He preached about the Kingdom of Heaven
and eternal life. But He was not just the messenger; He was the one who carried out the work. With
His sinless life He fulfilled the law of God, and on the cross He took upon himself the punishment that
should have come upon all men. In this way He accomplished salvation for all mankind.
THE MEANS OF GRACE
What Christ acquired must be given out and received. Otherwise, it would not be of any use. The
distribution is through the means of grace and the reception is done only by faith. All our deeds and
all our merits are excluded and cursed- everything depends on the work of Christ and the grace of
God.
The means of grace, as evidenced by the meaning of the words themselves, are the way God has
chosen to distribute the forgiveness of sins and eternal life to us. This grace works through the
preaching of His Word and through certain actions which Christ instituted. We call these actions
sacraments.
THE OFFICE ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE
This is where the office of the ministry comes in. The office is intimately linked with the means of
grace. The doctrine of the ministerial office is essential for a full understanding of the sacraments. The
doctrine of the office gives great consolation to us humans, because in this way we find out where we
are to meet God. We find out how God wants to act toward us.
When Jesus walked on the earth, He preached. And He could have continued doing so. Jesus could
have continued preaching after His resurrection. He could have remained here on earth physically in
His earthly body, but He did not want to. Of course, we should not speculate why God does this or
that. It is not our task. I only note that Jesus went to heaven 40 days after His resurrection. And He
had planned for this; He sent apostles and afterwards pastors. They shall continue His work from the
time He ascended.

St Paul says: And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they
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hear without a preacher? Well, we see that Jesus elected twelve disciples which He later gave a
special mission. He trained them step by step to manage this work. First He gave them smaller tasks.
We read about the first mission in Matthew 10: And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him,
He gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all
2
kinds of disease. We notice that in the beginning they were not yet given the task to preach, but by
electing these men Christ made them His apostles. The continuation reads, directly afterwards: Now
the names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother;
James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the
tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; Simon the
Cananite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.
Being an apostle is not like being any ordinary messenger. No, it's being in the stead of Christ, in
3
Christ's place. In the same chapter, Jesus explains: He who receives you receives Me and He declares
that the apostles are sent in the same way as He was sent by the Father: and he who receives Me
receives Him who sent Me. That the sending of the apostles is equated to the Father's sending of the
Son is almost incomprehensible! Have we contemplated this enough and what it means? It is a model
that obligates. The Apostles had a high mission. They were representatives for Christ, not just
messengers in general, they were proxies, sent with full authority from Christ, to whom they were
responsible. To reject them is to reject Christ. Therefore, Jesus says of those who reject the words of
the Apostles: Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in
4
the day of judgment than for that city!
These twelve men, who spent more than two years with Jesus, were appointed apostles. The
Apostleship was reserved for these men, who walked with Jesus and were chosen specifically by Him.
They were witnesses to this part of salvation history. When they fulfilled His mission, they had His
authority. (Paul later became one of the apostles after a special meeting with Jesus. I just note this
here.) In Luke's gospel, Jesus tells the apostles: But you are those who have continued with Me in My
5
trials. And I bestow upon you a kingdom, just as My Father bestowed one upon Me.
THE OFFICE OF APOSTLES AND PASTORS
The Office of the Apostles ended with the apostles, in the respect that after their death, no new
apostles were commissioned. But the preaching did not end. The mission from Jesus remains. This is
what we read about in the Great Commission. Just before the Lord Christ ascended to heaven, He
gathered His apostles and told them: All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
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Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I
6
am with you always, even to the end of the age.
This was no small mission they received; they should go to all nations. How would they manage this,
those men who were only twelve? We perceive that in the last sentence: And lo, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age. Jesus states here that His mission is for all ages, until the end of time. With
these words Jesus institutes the pastoral office, the continuation of the apostolic office.
There is a broad consensus among Lutherans that the pastoral office is the continuation of the office of
the Apostles. For example, Dr Francis Pieper writes about the apostles and the pastors: [I]n both cases
it is the same office, inasmuch as both are concerned only with the public preaching of the Word of
7
God and transmit the same spiritual gifts.
THE MEANS OF GRACE
Now let's look somewhat on the office and the means of grace. In the word “office”, it is entailed an
assignment that is being performed. The minister of the office does not act as an individual when
performing the service he is entrusted with. The administration of the means of grace is not something
that he does as a private person, for his own sake or on his own initiative, but everything comes from
him who commissions the office. The pastor is in the charge of Christ and performs His work. This is
apparent from the sixteenth chapter of Matthew, where Jesus says to Peter: And I will give you the
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever
8
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. John says the same with these words: “Peace to you! As
the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain
9
the sins of any, they are retained.”
Then we see how the apostles were assigned to forgive and bind sins. They did not have any
forgiveness to distribute on their own. Let’s think of the paralyzed man who was lowered through the
roof to Jesus. What did Jesus do? Well, He forgave the lame man his sins. Then the Pharisees and the
10
Scribes thought, Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?
The Pharisees were right on this point: No man can forgive sins, only God can. But Jesus is God, so
He can forgive sins by Himself. By contrast, as the apostles or pastors are not God, so they can not
forgive sins by themselves. But Jesus says they will and can forgive sins. How is that possible? Well,
the apostles and pastors are the instruments of God. They have received His assignment. They act by
virtue of this mission. So when the pastor forgives a person his sins, it is God who works through him.
The pastor says in the absolution: I forgive you all your sins, but it is God who forgives through him.
It is God who borrows the mouth of the pastor and forgives the sins. To think that it is the pastor
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himself who forgives sins by his own power is blasphemy. The Pharisees are right about this, no man
can forgive sins. But when the pastor says I forgive you all your sins, then it is not he himself, but
God that forgives. That's why he can say I instead of saying God forgives you all your sins.
Now notice that there is only ONE action, not TWO actions. That the absolution is the action of God
does not mean that we have two actions, one that the pastor performs here and one that God does in
heaven and that the sacrament is so reliable that we can be sure that it happens in heaven in the same
way that it happens here. Then we come to the point that the pastor's action here represents and
symbolizes God's action in heaven = Zwinglianism. No, because the apostles, and thus the pastors, of
Christ were commissioned to forgive sins, they perform by virtue of this mission what they were
commissioned to do, that is to say, they forgive sins. And yet it is not a man forgiving the sins, as that
is impossible, but it is God who forgives through the minister.
We can see this regarding preaching as well. St Paul writes about his ministry as an apostle: [God] has
committed to us the word of reconciliation. Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God
11
were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf
Whatever Paul does as an apostle, it is not really him doing it, but it is God who is working through
him. Being an envoy of God is to be a tool in His hands.
THE OFFICE AND ABSOLUTION BY LUTHER
How does this presentation of the Office relate to Luther and his writings? I would like to begin by
showing Luther's view of the office by quoting from a sermon on absolution. The sermon is for the
first Sunday after Easter, and it is taken from the first part of the Church Postil. I would like to point
out that it is Luther himself who, with his own hand, wrote this sermon and is the one who is
responsible for the formulations. The first part of the Church Postil contains Luther's self-composed
sermons and was published in 1525. Often, there were other people who recorded his sermons and
released them, for example with the second part of the Church Postil and with the House Postil. But
now to Luther and the office:
But for the absolution to be right and efficacious, it must spring from the command of Christ,
which is as follows: I declare thee free from all thy sins, not in my own name, nor in the name
of any saint, nor for the sake of any human merit, but in the name of Christ and by the
authority of his command, who has commissioned me to say to you that all your sins are
forgiven, hence, not I but he himself by his own mouth forgives thee thy sins, [emphasis mine]
and thou art under obligation to receive this and believe it firmly, not as the word of man, but
as if thou hadst heard it from the lips of the Lord Christ himself. 12

Here we see how Luther perceives the pastor's task, as being the mouth and tool of God. I quote
further from the same sermon:
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Yea, you say, thou hast indeed given me absolution, but who knows whether it is certain and
true with God that my sins are forgiven? Answer: If I have done this and said this as a man,
then thou mayest well say: I do not know whether thy absolution is effective and efficacious or
not, but that thou mayest be sure concerning this, thou must be instructed in the Word of
God, that thou canst say, I have been absolved neither by the minister nor by any other man;
for thus the minister has not taught me to believe: but God has spoken and done it through
him; of this I am sure, for my Lord Christ has commanded and said: As my Father hath sent me,
so also send I you. Here he indeed puts those to whom he gives the command on an equality
with himself, because they are sent by him to accomplish that for which he is sent by God,
[emphasis mine] namely, to remit and retain sins. There it rests and that does it, otherwise,
without such a command, absolution would amount to nothing. 13

Luther thus says that it is not the pastor who absolves the penitent, but that God is speaking through
the pastor. The pastor's person is rightly in the background. This is a marker against the Roman
Catholic Church, which taught – and teaches - that the pastor through ordination has special abilities
joined to his own person. No, says Luther, it is not the pastor who forgives sins by his own person. He
cannot do that, it is not in his power. The forgiveness of sins is not something the pastor owns.
On the other hand, Luther was insistent on maintaining that the pastor distributes forgiveness of sins.
One should not end up in the other ditch, to question and deny that the pastor forgives sins. Where
you do not understand the Bible's doctrine of the office, you do not understand the means of grace
either. Look at the Reformed theologians; they generally have no pastoral office and no means of
grace. This is connected. Because they do not have any bearers of the ministerial office, they also do
not have what the office distributes, that is, means of grace. Or, even better the other way round,
because they do not have any means of grace, they have no need for any ministerial office to distribute
them.
How, then, should you know that the pastor really forgives sins? Luther answers:
Yea, my dear brother, you say, how wilt thou prove that this is true? Answer: Christ our Lord
said to his disciples and to entire Christendom: I command and bid you, that ye shall forgive
and retain sin. Whatever ye do then in this, ye do not of yourselves; but because ye are doing
it at my [Christ’s] command and bidding, therefore I [Christ] do it myself. [Emphasis mine] 14

The last sentence is a very clarifying one by Luther and really the sum of all my paper: Whatever the
pastor does on Christ's command, it is Christ himself who does it.
THE GENESIS COMMENTARY
After this review of the office and the absolution in a single Luther sermon, we shall now see if this
was an isolated phenomenon, or if it is something that can be said to distinguish Lutheran theology.
We will look at quotes from the great Genesis Commentary, which was a lecture series that Luther
held during the last ten years of his life. Here we see Luther's view of the pastor's function in the
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administration of the means of grace. The quotes are now not just about absolution, but the
perspective is extended to all the means of grace:
If Abraham should be compared to us who live in the New Testament, he is, for the most part,
less important than we are, provided that one considers the matter impartially. To be sure, in
his case the personal gifts are greater; but God did not manifest Himself to him in a closer and
more friendly manner than He does to us. Let it indeed be a great glory to have those
appearances, but what greater or better advantage did Abraham have from them than the fact
that God spoke with him? This happens to us too, however, and indeed daily, as often as and
wherever we wish. It is true that you hear a human being when you are baptized and when
you partake of the Holy Supper. But the Word which you hear is not that of a human being; it
is the Word of the living God. It is He who baptizes you; it is He who absolves you from sins;
and it is He who commands you to hope in His mercy.15

Here we see that Luther not only says that God is speaking and acting through the pastor, he is even
saying that this is greater than the fact that God spoke to Abraham. God appeared to Abraham a few
times, but for us He reveals himself daily. God Himself speaks to us.
And it is not only that God Himself speaks to us, He is also dealing with us. The eyes only see the
pastor, only see the pastor's hands, and only hear the voice of the pastor, but Luther believes that it is
God's voice we hear and it is the hands of God who works. Here are three more quotes from the
Genesis Commentary showing how Luther sees the pastor's ministry:
Thus the imposition of hands is not a tradition of men, but God makes and ordains ministers. Nor is it
the pastor who absolves you, but the mouth and hand of the minister is the mouth and hand of God. 16
[M]y work is not mine, but God’s, who works through me. Baptism is a work of God; for it is not
17
mine, although I lend my hands and my mouth as instruments.
And later: Therefore, when we baptize, Christ Himself is baptizing through the mouth and hand of the
18
minister
Notice that the pastor says about the one to be baptized: “I baptize you.” Is it the pastor who baptizes?
Yes, it is clear that it is the pastor who baptizes; we can see and hear that. The words are pronounced
by the mouth of the pastor, but the true speaker is God Himself. God speaks to us at least as real as He
spoke to Abraham, Luther says!
Both are therefore true: it is the pastor who baptizes and it is not the pastor who baptizes. This is a
source of misunderstandings if you do not see the whole. Certainly, it is the pastor who baptizes, we
see it with our own eyes, but at the same time it is not the pastor who baptizes, but actually God is
baptizing. The pastor is just a tool for God.
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This is not limited to baptism. There are perhaps more quotes found about baptism, but this may be
because it is such a clear and handy example. Luther's view of the office and the means of grace was
general. One last quote from the Genesis Commentary: But when I teach, I am not the one who
teaches and gives comfort; it is Christ, who dwells in us. Therefore do not believe me; but believe
Christ, who baptizes, comforts, and gives out the sacraments through me as He has promised: "I am
19
with you always, to the close of the age."
Thus, we see that all management of the means of grace is done by Christ. It is He who speaks, it is
He who works. The pastor is just His instrument.
THE LORD’S SUPPER AND THE OFFICE
We will now take a closer look at Christ's presence in the Holy Supper. Usually when we talk about
Christ's presence in the Supper, we mean the real presence, that is, Christ is really present in the bread
and wine. Today, however, we will talk mostly about Christ's presence in the action and in the office.
As we have seen, it is the Bible's teaching that the apostles and after them the pastors are sent by
Christ to perform His work. What does this mean for the Lord’s supper? It means that the pastor has
been commissioned by Christ to celebrate the supper in the congregation.
Let me immediately say that the pastor received this commission not in the Roman Catholic manner,
where the office is passed through so-called apostolic succession, from minister (bishop) to minister
(pastor) since the time of the Apostles. The office is by the Romans, so to say, independent of the
congregation; it reproduces itself through the ages. But according to the Bible and Luther, it is the
church that calls and ordains the pastor. The church is the body of Christ, and when the church calls,
Christ is calling. The Christian Church is responsible for all tasks, but according to Christ's institution,
they elect, call and ordain pastors to administer the means of grace.
Christ is present in the church. Jesus said: For where two or three are gathered together in My name,
20
I am there in the midst of them. In the article on The Person of Christ in the Formula of Concord it
says: But we hold […] that also according to His assumed human nature and with the same, He can
be, and also is, present where He will, and especially that in His Church and congregation on earth
21
He is present as Mediator, Head, King, and High Priest.
Christ is also present in a special way in the pastors. If I say that the pastor has been commissioned by
Christ to celebrate the Lord’s supper in the congregation, it does not mean that Christ is absent so that
the pastor does his own work; on the contrary, it means that Christ is present, He is present in the
pastor. As Paul said, [W]e are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we
22
implore you on Christ’s behalf As it is God who pleads through the pastor in the sermon, it is also
God who works through the pastor in the Lord's Supper. Christ is the true celebrant, and the pastor
acts as His mouth and hands. Compare the Luther quote from the Genesis Commentary again: But
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when I teach, I am not the one who teaches and gives comfort; it is Christ, who dwells in us.
Therefore do not believe me; but believe Christ, who baptizes, comforts, and gives out the sacraments
through me
Here it is necessary to understand this duality that may look like a contradiction: On the one hand, it is
the pastor acting, on the other hand, it is not the pastor's work. The eye only sees that the pastor acts,
but faith sees that it is Christ who celebrates supper.
CHURCH FATHERS ON THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST IN THE ACTION
Let's go to some quotes from the church fathers about the Lord’s supper, which show that they also
believed that Christ was the one who worked through the pastor in the Mass. Chrysostom writes:
When therefore thou seest the priest delivering it [the supper] unto thee, account not that it is the
priest that doeth so, but that it is Christ’s hand that is stretched out.
Even as when he [the priest] baptizes, not he doth baptize thee, but it is God that possesses thy head
23
with invisible power. The similarity with Luther is striking.
And Chrysostom later writes: He that then did these things at that supper, this same now also works
them. We occupy the place of servants.24
Thus we see how our communion and the first communion are bound together, Christ conducted the
first supper, and then He bids this meal to be repeated in the Christian congregation by saying, Do this
in remembrance of Me. When we celebrate the communion, it is the pastor who celebrates, it is the
pastor who takes bread and wine and recites the words of institution, and it was the same at
Chrysostom’s time. Yet he writes: He that then did these things at that supper, this same now also
works them. That it is the pastor who baptizes, and that it is the pastor who celebrates the supper is
obvious. Everybody can see that. But in order for us to understand what is happening and see it with
the eyes of faith, Chrysostom writes: He that then did these things at that supper, this same now also
works them.
And for no-one to think that Chrysostom may be confused about the Lord’s supper - because
sometimes church fathers erred - I would like to emphasize that he is referred to in the Formula of
Concord in the article on the Lord’s supper. That quote comes in the section on the Confessions.
Ambrose, bishop of Milan, writes in his exposition of Psalms 38: For although Christ is not visibly
sacrificed, he is sacrificed on earth when Christ's body is sacrificed. Yes, it is clear that he is
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sacrificing through us. And Isaac of Antioch says, From his hands [Christ's hands], I received
26
instead of wine his holy blood [...] He handed me his body and blood and said, ”Take, and delight!"
We see that these church fathers, like Luther, mean that Christ Himself is distributing the holy meal.
He is not only present in the bread and wine, but He is also present at the altar, distributing His body
and blood.
CHRIST'S PRESENCE IN THE ELEMENTS
Although this essay primarily is not about Christ's presence in the elements, I would still like to
briefly treat that point.
This presence is called the Real Presence. Regarding the Real Presence, there seems to be a great deal
of unity among Lutherans in our country. On the other hand, there is confusion about what causes the
Real Presence and why it “happens”. But as we now see that Christ is present in the pastor in the
administration of the means of grace, the question of Christ's presence in the elements becomes quite
simple. For when the pastor, by Christ’s command, takes bread and wine, recites the words of
institution and distributes the elements to the communicants, it is Christ Himself, in the pastor's
person, who takes bread and wine, reads the words of institution and distributes them to the
communicants. It is thus Christ who says: Take and eat. This is My body which is given for you;
If then Christ Himself, in our Holy Supper, through the mouth of the pastor says of the bread This is
my body, then it must be His body. Or can Christ lie or deceive?
THE CONFESSIONS
As the final section of my paper, I now wish to go through the Book of Concord and the presence of
Christ in the act, in the pastor.
We have seen Luther's doctrine of the office and the means of grace. To make the picture complete, I
will now show that this is in accordance with our confessions. They teach the same.
I start with a quote from the Apology of the Augsburg Confession. It is from the place where
Melanchthon discusses the issue of the number and use of the sacraments and comes to the point that
it is possible to call several acts a sacrament, provided that you properly explain what you mean: If
ordination be understood in this way, neither will we refuse to call the imposition of hands a
sacrament. For the Church has the command to appoint ministers, which should be most pleasing to
27
us, because we know that God approves this ministry, and is present in the ministry
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Here it is clearly stated that God is present in the office. And earlier in the Apology, Melanchthon
emphasizes how we should ignore the pastor's personality and possible unworthiness: [O]n account of
the call of the Church, they [the ministers] represent the person of Christ, and do not represent their
own persons, as Christ testifies, Luke 10:16: He that heareth you heareth Me. [...] When they offer the
28
Word of God, when they offer the Sacraments, they offer them in the stead and place of Christ.
We proceed to the Large Catechism. Luther writes on baptism: For these are the words, Go ye,
baptize; however, not in your name, but in the name of God.
For to be baptized in the name of God is to be baptized not by men, but by God Himself. Therefore,
29
although it is performed by human hands, it is nevertheless truly God's own work.
Here we see how Luther in the Large Catechism explains the Bible's teaching that what the
apostles/pastors do in their office is done by God himself. And it is the same thing regarding the
Lord's supper in the Large Catechism. Luther treats the question of how to understand the celebration
of our communion. He writes: It is true, indeed, that if you take away the Word or regard it without
the words, you have nothing but mere bread and wine. The Word is fundamental to the sacrament, we
must not remove the Word. He continues: But if the words remain with them, as they shall and must,
then, in virtue of the same, it is truly the body and blood of Christ. For as the lips of Christ say and
30
speak, so it is, as He can never lie or deceive.
If you do not know what Luther wrote about the pastor as the tool and instrument for Christ, then it's
easy to miss that this quote speaks of the words of the minister.
But notice that the quote is about our mass, not about the first supper two thousand years ago. Luther
defends the reading of the words of institution in our communion by the words "as they shall and
must". And the words read in our mass witness to us that it is the body and blood of Christ. How?
Well, the lips of Christ means the minister who on Christ's command, in the stead of Christ, says
about our bread and wine: This is my body ... This is my blood.
Finally we’ll deal with the Formula of Concord. There is cited, as I said earlier, Chrysostom. The
quote reads:
Christ Himself prepares this table and blesses it; for no man makes the bread and wine set
before us the body and blood of Christ, but Christ Himself who was crucified for us. The words
are spoken by the mouth of the priest, but by God's power and grace, by the word, where He
speaks: "This is My body," the elements presented are consecrated in the Supper. 31

Notice that Chrysostom emphasizes that the pastor celebrates the Mass (The words are spoken by the
mouth of the priest), but that it is still the work of Christ (Christ Himself prepares). The fact that
Christ is acting is not in any way contrary to the action of the pastor. Chrysostom does not describe
the matter so that Christ acts outside the pastor, in order that the pastor celebrates and Christ, in the
meantime, so to speak on His own, makes the bread and wine His body and blood. On the contrary!
28

Ap. VII/VIII:28

29

LC IV:9f.

30

LC IV:13f.

31

SD VII:76

The pastor celebrates the communion for Christ to have a tool, for Christ to have some hands that set
the table and a mouth that pronounces the words. Here too, the pastor appears as the tool of God and
Christ.
The Formula of Concord continues with a quote from Luther to further clarify the role of the minister
in the Holy supper. This is in opposition to the Roman Catholic position, according to which the
pastor by his ordination, among other things, has the ability and power to consecrate the elements of
communion. No, says Luther, the pastor has no power to consecrate, but he is a tool for Christ:
Thus here also, even though I should pronounce over all bread the words: This is Christ's
body, nothing, of course, would result therefrom; but when in the Supper we say, according
to His institution and command: "This is My body," it is His body, not on account of our
speaking or word uttered [because these words, when uttered, have this efficacy], but
because of His command-that He has commanded us thus to speak and to do, and has united
His command and act with our speaking. 32

This quote clearly shows that it is Christ who works. But Christ does not work without means, no, He
works through the pastors, and He has united His command and act with [their] speaking.
CONCLUSION
I have now rather thoroughly demonstrated how God, Christ works through the pastor. This I have not
wanted to say to increase the popularity and reputation of the pastors, no, on the contrary to divert the
attention from the pastor's person, and instead to focus on Christ and His work. So the officer’s
(minister’s) person is not important, but the office is very important! When someone is received into
the Church and is baptized, it is God himself who baptizes. When we receive absolution in confession,
it is Christ Himself who speaks forgiveness to us. When the pastor preaches the word of God, it is
God who admonishes and comforts through Him. Each time we celebrate the Lord’s Supper we will
know that it is Christ who stands at the altar and celebrates. Our Lord is Himself present in the
minister and performs His salvific work.
This His presence does not depend on what we think or feel, it does not depend on our devotion or our
imagination, but all rests on the will of God and His grace.
Praise be to you, o Holy Trinity, who mercifully acts with us sinners! Praise be to you, O God,
who gives us in the means of grace what Christ has acquired for us: the forgiveness of sins
and eternal life! Praise be to you, O Lord Christ, who without our merit gives us life, you give
us fellowship with yourself and all saints through communion in the church, which is your holy
body! Amen.
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